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haste entails numerous perils. We must not
act as if the goal in view were already attained.

In this march forward, the peoples resemble a
gang of workmen engaged in felling a giant tree.
If the ropes are loosed before the favourable
moment, the tree falls back with all its weight and
inflicts fatal injuries. A balloon is permitted to
rise toward the heights only when it is sufficiently
inflated and has power enough to maintain itself
in the air. By acting otherwise, we should provoke
an inevitable catastrophe, entailing, with the
destruction of the aerostat, that of the passengers.

It is the same with countries as with private
property. Their destruction may figure in a dream
of future humanity. But beware of those who
would desire to destroy henceforth their beneficent
forces, which are necessary to the progress of
mankind.

III. Happiness thus finds numberless benefits
in the vast domain of the affections. Its frontiers,
accessible to all, extend very far, offering a delight-
ful and hospitable shelter to all who desire to seek
its refuge. All visitors receive the same welcome.
Rich or poor, sovereign or slave, can draw the same
amount of joys from family tenderness, friendship,
or love. Doubtless special favours are reserved
for refined sensibilities. But, by dint of exercising